THE  ENGLAND   OF   CHARLES II

enthusiastic patronage of King Charles IL  Nine
years after the Restoration he paid his first visit
to Newmarket, where his father and grandfather
had occasionally attended horse-races.   Hence-
forward he returned to the little town for a few
weeks every spring and autumn.   Here he was
at his happiest.   "The King is highly pleased/'
wrote one of his attendants, "with all his New-
market recreations; by candlelight yesterday morn-
ing and this morning hunting the hare; this after-
noon he hawks and courses with greyhounds. . . .
As thou prizest earthly felicity bring a Maid
of Honour  behind  thee."   Such  felicity  was
seldom wanting.   Under the genial patronage of
this prince, himself no mean horseman or judge
of horseflesh, the first of English sports found
a fitting home.   Charles loved the informality
of the place, the fleet running of the delicate-
shaped creatures he imported from the East,
the evenings among the jockeys, where he "put
off the king."   On the great wind-ridden heath,
the very centre and epitome of England, he was
free.

At Newmarket Charles built himself a house
in the long village street opposite the Maidens
Tnn, and established the headquarters of English
horse-racing. In his stables Arab horses, fed on
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